LOS ANGELES MISSION COLLEGE

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE PROGRAM    
TABLE OF CONTENTS

3Introduction


3Description of LAMC’s Administration of Justice Program


4Faculty


5Advisory Board


5Certificate and Degree Programs


6Awards


7Instructional Equipment


7Crime Lab


8Boy Scouts




Introduction 
Welcome to the Administration of Justice Program at Los Angeles Mission College.  As a program and faculty, we are committed to helping students achieve their goals. The AJ program encourages students to pursue excellence and to prepare for a career of professional service in the Criminal Justice system. 

The outstanding AJ faculty is committed to preparing students for these careers through a challenging curriculum that encompasses areas in law enforcement, courts, corrections, law and forensic science. Student experiences will include opportunities beyond the classroom. Internships, program workshops and special presentations enrich student’s knowledge of the field. 

If you are interested in pursuing a career in Criminal Justice, Los Angeles Mission College’s Administration of Justice program is for you.
Description of LAMC’s Administration of Justice Program
Los Angeles Mission College, located in Sylmar, California, is a comprehensive community college serving over ten thousand students each year. The college’s AJ program was created shortly after the college’s establishment in 1972.  The AJ program, which presently includes criminal justice studies, corrections and a forensic science program, is one of the most popular occupational programs on campus; it enrolls nearly 500 students each semester. AJ classes are offered at both the main campus and the many high schools in the service area.   

Most—if not all—program courses are offered both during the day and at night in order to accommodate students who are employed full-time or who have other daytime commitments. Courses are also rotated every semester so that students can complete their entire program of study in the shortest possible amount of time. 

Because the AJ program prepares students for careers in law enforcement, criminal justice, corrections and forensic science, relationships and partnerships with community organizations, local high schools, and county and municipal agencies are critical to the program’s ability to provide hands-on education and training, and to ensure that students transition into stimulating jobs upon completion of their program. Representatives from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, the Los Angeles County Probation Department, the Los Angeles office of the F.B.I., California Department of Alcohol and Beverage Control, Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office have contributed to the program in several ways and many of these representatives and others sit on the programs advisory committee. The AJ Program also works closely with California State University, Los Angeles and several local feeder high schools—to design academic programs and ensure course articulation.  

Faculty 
The AJ program at LAMC is overseen by a vice chair and staffed by approximately twelve adjunct faculty and two student program assistants. Adjunct faculty come from many different backgrounds including police departments, sheriff departments, district attorney’s office, city attorney’s office, department of corrections, youth authority and the F.B.I.  Many are active in various professional associations, including the California Gang Investigators Association, the California Narcotics Investigators Association, the Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs, and the Los Angeles County Professional Peace Officers Association, and the International Association of Chiefs of Police. Membership in these professional associations helps faculty stay current in their field and strengthens the department’s network of professional relationships—a key factor in building and sustaining partnerships with public and community organizations. Several faculty members are certified instructors through Peace Officers Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  
Advisory Board

The Administration of Justice Advisory Board is comprised of industry professionals who annually review the program and make recommendations for improvement.  These recommendations for improvement are based on industry changes and needs and may include updating curriculum, course offerings, workshops, and community partnerships. Advisory Board members include representatives from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Los Angeles County Probation Department, California State University, Los Angeles, F.B.I., A.T.F. and East Los Angeles College.  Minutes and agendas from meetings are posted on the program website.

Certificate and Degree Programs
The AJ Program offers two associate degree programs, as well as three certificate programs,  

LAMC’s associate degree for transfer in administration of justice is designed for students who wish to transfer to a four-year university and those seeking employment in law enforcement and criminal justice. The associate degree in science is for students who are focused on finishing their community college education but may not have plans on transferring.  LAMC’s administration of justice majors are fully articulated with those at California State University, Los Angeles, and course numbers and content have been updated to ensure consistency with classes offered at other Los Angeles community colleges and local four-year universities. 

In addition to its two associate degree programs, LAMC’s AJ program offers three certificate programs. The AJ program offers a Crime Scene Technology certificate, developed with significant input from members of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department’s Scientific Services Detail, as well as other current industry professionals. The certificate is a sequence of five classes (sixteen units) that prepares students for employment as crime scene technicians, evidence custodians, or coroner’s assistants.  

The Basic Police Academy Preparation certificate prepares students to successfully complete law enforcement academy training. The Probation/Correctional Officer certificate prepares students to enter into a career in the probation or adult/juvenile correctional field.  

  Awards
The AJ program has been recognized at both the local and state levels for its outstanding service and programs in criminal justice including the City of Los Angeles Mayor’s Office and the California State Senate.  Much of the program’s success can be credited to its unique relationships with criminal justice agencies, its faculty as well as its dedicated advisory committee that continuously strives to create relevant and engaging learning experiences for students. 

Instructional Equipment
Students benefit from the wide range of instructional equipment used by faculty in the program. For example, in a report writing class, students get hands-on experience in writing reports on DUI investigations by participating in driving a pedal cart and wearing goggles simulating driving under the influence. After observing fellow students driving and participating in a field sobriety test, students use critical thinking skills to write a report documenting their observations and conclusions.  Other pieces of equipment include a retired patrol car used for role playing exercises, donated by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department. The vehicle is also used to assist in recruitment and outreach at feeder high schools. 

Crime Lab
In 2013, the Administration of Justice program acquired a laboratory that had previously been used by the Biology department.  The AJ program transformed the space into a teaching Crime Lab.  The laboratory consists of a main room with six workstations where students learn how to dust for fingerprints and analyze pieces of evidence.  The adjacent room is used for creating mock crime scenes where students engage in simulation exercises including processing a murder scene using the latest methods in forensic science including identifying shoe print impressions, gunshot residue tests, blood spatter and bullet trajectory re-construction.   
Boy Scouts 
In 2016, the Administration of Justice program partnered with the Boy Scouts of America in supporting their merit badge program. Scout troops participate in a two-hour workshop in fingerprinting and at the conclusion, are eligible to receive a merit badge in fingerprinting.  
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