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Hello! I’m Dr. Daniel Waktola, your course instructor. Physical Geography Lab 

is an exiting course and I’m confident that by the time you complete this course 

you would have the interest and appreciation towards your physical environ-

ment- both on maps and direct observations. Your exposure to modern technolo-

gies and different learning styles would enable you meet the expected learning 

outcomes. I set high standard to this course and have strong trust in your ability 

to master the subject matter. I have passion not only for guiding you through the 

learning process, but also for the material I present.  

Los Angeles Mission College 

Physical Geography LAB Syllabus 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
 
Upon successful completion of this course you should be able to:  

SLO 1. Precisely locate places using latitude and longitude, UTM coordinate system, 

and township and range system. 

 

SLO 2. Characterize the various methods of portraying Earth on maps and compare 

GPS, GIS, and remote sensing as tools for learning about the physical environ-

ment. 

 

SLO 3. Calculate the intensity and duration of solar energy received across seasons 

and space on the Earth’s surface. 

 

SLO 4. Draw and interpret air pressure (isobar) and temperature (isotherm) maps, 

classify climate regions using climate data, and interpret weather maps. 

 

SLO 5. Measure and interpret the attributes of fluvial, arid, glacial, and coastal pro-

cesses from topographic maps, aerial photos, and satellite images (NASA, 

Google Earth). 

The Physical Geography Lab course provides hands-on laboratory experi-

ence in topics covered in Physical Geography lecture such as feature obser-

vation, collection, analysis and display of data related to Earth's energy bal-

ance, weather and climate, vegetation, tectonic processes, landforms, and 

natural hazards. Students use both analogue maps and modern digital media 

(GIS, GPS, satellite images, and Internet maps). 

Course Description 

Class Room: CMS 10 

 

Every Wednesdays, 

12:10pm –3:20pm 

 

***** 

Office # 240 (West Wing, 

Upper Level, Inside Phys-

ical Sci. Dept).  

 

**** 

You can drop by  

 

MW 9:30-10:30am; 

TTh 10:45-11:15am;  

M 5:00 – 6:30 pm. 

T 5:00 – 6:30 pm.  

  

Or, by appointment. 

 

**** 

Email me at  

waktoldk@lamission.edu  

 

Call me at 

(818) 833 3408 

mailto:waktoldk@lamission.edu
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Attendance  

Class Policies  

 Attendance is your responsibility.  

 You are expected to be present at every class meeting  

 Attendance rosters are always maintained.  

 Failure to attend class will result in your missing valuable information 

and material.  

 You are solely responsible for material missed as a result of absences.  

 Each student should have the name, phone number, and e-mail address of 

several other students in the class.   

 Absences in excess of 2 may result in exclusion from class.  

 Medical appointments, work, job interviews, child care responsibili-

ties, etc., should be arranged so as not to occur during class time.  

PHYSIC AL  GEO GR APHY L AB  SYL LAB US  

 Class time will be spent in discussion and lecture.  It is expected that every student will participate and 

will not disturb the class with unnecessary talking. 

 When you come to class, it is expected that you arrive on time,  

 You should stay for the entire class period.  

 Arriving late for class is disruptive for everyone, and habitual tardiness may result in exclusion from 

class. 

 iPod and other headsets may not be worn in class. Cellular phones are to be turned off. 

Applied Physical Geography: Labora-

tory. Christopherson,  

ISBN 978-1-2692-5231-7 Copy-

right 13ed, Binding Paperback  

Check the bookstore at: http://

eagleslanding.lamission.edu/ 

Required Lab Manual 
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Non-attendance does not constitute withdrawal. It is 

your responsibility to drop.  I will exclude only “no-

shows” up through “census week.”  You must be aware 

of the dates pertaining to withdrawals (see college cata-

logue and schedule of classes). You may drop the class 

any time through the last date to drop via the Admis-

sions Office, on-line, or by phone.  If you stop attending 

class without filing an official drop card with Admis-

sions and Records by the scheduled deadline, you will 

receive a grade of Fail.   

 Cheating is unacceptable behavior for college 

students. 

 

 If you are part of a cheating incident (either by 

giving or receiving assistance on an exam, or 

through plagiarism—submitting anyone else’s 

work as your own), you will receive a score of 

zero (with possible failure of the course), and 

recommended for disciplinary actions.  
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Exams 

Withdrawal 

Academic Integrity Policy 

There is one Mid Exam and one Final Exam. The for-

mat of each exam will be discussed the week prior to 

the exam. The most important type of the exam is 

workout questions. In addition, exams may include 

multiple choice, true-false,  and matching.  

If you are having difficulty with the concepts 

presented in class, I will be happy to help you.  

Please see me after class or during 

the office hours if you are having 

problems.  You may call or email 

me.  Getting help early in the se-

mester will ensure a more success-

ful course grade. Whenever you 

write email to me, don’t forget to 

include your full name, class sec-

tion number.  

Missed labs must be completed within one week of 

the date of the assigned lab. For example, if you miss 

Lab #2, it must be complete prior to Lab #3. Labs 

completed before the following week's lab will re-

ceive full credit for that lab. No credit will be given 

for labs completed after the one week grace period.  

Missed Labs 

Grading Policy  

> 90%  (>360pts) = A 

80 - 89% (230—359) = B 

70 - 79%  (280 - 329) = C 

55 - 69% (220—279) = D 

< 55%  (<220)  = F 

Grades are totaled from exams, quizzes, and assign-

ments. A portion of your grade is based on class par-

ticipation The submission dates will be announced 

in class.   

 
 Mid Exam  —–——-        100 pts 

 Lab Exercises (from Lab Manual) —–  110 pts 

 Quizzes, discussions/activities  —        40 pts 

 Final Exam —–———       150 pts 

 Grand Total —–———-       400 pts 

Lab exercises are to be completed during the lab pe-

riod and turned in at the end of the lab, while some 

lab exercises are assigned as homework. Students are 

expected to remain in lab while working on the lab 

assignment and studying the material.  

Lab Exercises 
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Course Outline 

**** Field Visit to Vasquez (tentative) 

 This lab manual guides you un-
derstand and solve problems in 
the lab. It is absolutely a must to 
bring this manual to the lab. Con-
cepts in the lab is based on the 
textbook  “Elemental GeoGeosys-
tems”. 

3 Vital Resources 

 

1. Textbook: Lab Manual  

 

2. ETUDES 

 

3. Facebook 

 Our class has a course man-

agement website (ETUDES). It is 

where the hybrid component of 

the class will take place. Moodle 

also help you access your lecture 

note, activities, quizzes, and class 

discussions. The instruction is 

available at: 

http://missiononline.pbworks.com/w/pag

e/61823645/etudes-help 

3. Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com

/groups/MissionGeogLabF

all13/  

 

 … it is for the exchange of gen-

eral information 

Date Topic 

8/28 0. Course Intro, 1. Latitude/Longitude, Time 

9/4 2. Directions, Compass Reading 

3. Map Projections. Map Reading and Interpretation 

9/11 4. Earth-Sun Relations, Insolation, Seasons. 

9/18 5. Temperature Concepts, 6. Temperature Patterns 

9/25 7. Air Pressure 

10/2 8. Atmospheric Humidity 

10/9 11 Global Climate Systems 

10/16 Exam Review/Mid Exam (Ex 1-11) 

10/23 12. Plate Tectonics, Volcanism 

10/30 14. Contours and Topographic Maps 

11/6 15. Topographic Analysis of Fluvial Geomorphology 

11/13 17. Topographic Analysis of Coastal/Arid Geomorphology 

11/20 18. Topographic Analysis of Karst Geomorphology 

11/27 21. Introduction to GIS and GPS 

12/04 Exam Review 

11/11 FINAL EXAM (Ex 1-21) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MissionGeogLabFall13/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MissionGeogLabFall13/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MissionGeogLabFall13/

