Welcome to English 102
Spring 2014—Section 0238
Instructor: Rebecca Lawson
Email: lawsonrw@lamission.edu
Class Time: 12:15—1:40 Tues Thurs

Office Hours: 11:30-12:00 T/TH Room 16 Instructional Building
Faculty Mailbox: Located in the ReproGraphics Copy Room
Class Location: CSB 208

Required Texts:
 Portable Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing, 8th Edition, by Kirszner and Mandell
o ISBN: 978-1-111-83904-8
 Brave New World by Aldous Huxley. ISBN: 978-0-06-085052-4
 The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. ISBN: 978-0-439-02352-8
Also Required:
 Regular and reliable access to your school email and our class blog: english102spring2014.weebly.com
 Reliable access to turnitin.com
Course Description: Prerequisite: English 101 with a grade of "C" or better.
This course is designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level of English 101.
Students will develop critical thinking by writing strong arguments based on poetry, drama and fiction, as
subject matter. Students will learn to identify premises and conclusions and recognize patterns of faulty logic in
developing arguments. They will learn to distinguish between deductive and inductive reasoning and will
demonstrate this and utilizing research strategies. Acceptable for credit: UCLA: English 204; CSUN: English 255.
Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Produce a 3 to 5 page essay demonstrating the ability to use literary analysis.
a. This SLO is fulfilled by Essays 1 and 2
2. Produce a 6 + page, MLA formatted essay/research paper that utilizes a recognized critical approach to
develop a thesis-driven argument about one or more literary texts.
a. This SLO is fulfilled by the Literary Criticism Research Paper
Grading: In order to pass this class and receive credit, you must earn above a "C," meaning 70%, in the class.
Your grade will consist of the following:
 Reading Response Assignments: 10 points each—due for each required reading so they add up quickly!
 In-Class Assignments: 5-10 points each, depending on length and difficulty.
 Two 4-5 page essays: 100 points each
 Literary Criticism Research Paper: 200 points
 Final In-Class Essay: 100 points
Extra Credit: I give one extra credit assignment, usually toward the end of the semester. It will be worth 25
extra credit points. The assignment will be a short 2 page paper based on a pop culture product of your choice
(book, movie, tv show, song, music genre, etc). More details to come.
Paper Format:
All essay final drafts must be in 12-point, Times New Roman font. Margins must be one inch on all sides. All
papers must include your name, the date, your class and section information, the assignment name, and your
word count in the left-hand corner. I will upload an example of correct format to our class blog. Please refer to
it every time you turn in a written assignment. If you have any questions about how to format your paper
correctly, please ask me or a writing center worker. All assignments should be carefully proofread for grammar
and spelling errors.

Late Assignments/Papers:
All papers and homework assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the day they are due. If you
arrive late to class, you must turn in your work to me immediately upon arriving. I will not accept homework
turned in at the end of the period. If you know you are going to be absent, please make arrangements to have
your work in my box in the LA Mission faculty mailroom before class or to have it in class with a classmate on
the day it is due. Because our essay assignments will be turned in on turnitin.com, being absent is not an excuse
for late work in those cases. I will not accept emailed assignments. Printing facilities are available to you, but
you must buy a print card if you wish to use the printers in the LRC.
You will be allowed one late assignment and ONLY one. It must be turn in within 2 weeks of the original due
date with a late contract stapled to the front. Late contracts will be handed out in class
Where to Print:
Printing facilities are available in INST 2009, and you may buy a print card if you wish to use the printers in the
LRC. Expect to have computer difficulties at least once during the semester and plan for them.
Record Keeping and Grades:
It is your responsibility to keep track of which assignments you have turned in and which you have not, and it is
your responsibility to keep track of your grade. While I always keep records of your points on every
assignment, you should keep records of your progress also. Please keep all of your work after I pass it back.
This means your in-class work, your essays, your homework, and any other assignments we do.
Also, you should never give me your only copy of an essay. Always save your work on a computer or a flash
drive or print out an extra copy for you to keep in case something goes wrong with your computer or your work
is misplaced.
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as your own. This can include copying word-for-word from
the internet or another source without properly citing and crediting it, presenting an idea as your own
without acknowledging the source, or turning in a piece of writing that you did not personally create.
I also encourage you to meet with me if you are uncertain about whether your writing could be misconstrued as
plagiarism. Minor accidental plagiarism will result in an "incomplete" on the assignment with the option of
revising for a passing grade. Wholesale or intentional plagiarism will have serious consequences. Repeat
offenders risk suspension from LA Mission College. Trust me, you are better than this. I would rather see the
worst paper ever written that is all your own work than a paper copied—in whole or in part—from the internet
or anywhere else. I can’t help you become a better writer if I don’t see your own work and all your own work.
Once again, ask for help if you need it—especially if you are unsure how to correctly cite and credit your
sources.
Attendance:
As a member of this class, you are part of a community of writers. It is important that you be here to participate
in class activities and offer your contribution to your classmates’ learning process. Please note that we will also
often do activities and assignments during class that cannot be made up if you are not present. Please
refer to the syllabus and the class website for upcoming assignments and instructions. You may also wish to
exchange phone numbers with someone else in the class so that you can catch up on what you missed. You are
allowed 4 absences total in case of illness/emergency. Don’t waste them. If you are absent 6 times or more,
you will be dropped from the course –or- given an automatic F if it is after the drop period. Save your absences
for days when you truly need them. In the case of an emergency, please contact me as soon as possible via
phone or email to let me know your situation.

Tardiness:
It is essential that you be on time. I will be taking roll at the beginning of class each day. If you arrive after I
have taken roll, you will be marked tardy. Three tardies will count as one absence. If you are tardy, please
come into class quietly without disturbing others. After class, you must come see me so I can change your
absence to a tardy. Do not leave class early. I will often make announcements at the end of class that you will
need to hear, and if you do choose to leave before class is finished, you will be marked tardy for that day.
Smart Phones and Student Conduct:
Students will keep their cell phones turned off and in their bags. To avoid checking text messages, which
may seem harmless, please keep your cell phones in your bags, not your pockets or on your desk. I love
my smart phone as much as the next person, however I will never use it for personal reasons in class, and I
expect the same from you. After all, you signed up for this class—commit to it!
Our classroom will be a place of learning and respect. Disruptive or disrespectful behavior will not be
tolerated and may affect your grade. Also, students who disrupt the class after the first warning will be asked to
leave and will be marked absent for the day.
Students with Disabilities:
If you have any special needs or concerns, please discuss them with me. Sharing your situation will help me to
be a more effective instructor. If you are a student with a disability and require classroom accommodations,
please see me to discuss arrangements. The sooner I am aware that you are eligible for accommodations, the
quicker I will be able to provide them. If you have not done so already, you may also wish to contact the
DSP&S Office in Instruction Building 1018 (phone #(818) 364-7732/TTD 818.364.7861) and bring a letter
stating the accommodations that are needed.
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES:
If a campus emergency that poses risk to students occurs, please be prepared to immediately follow the
instructions of your Instructor. Do not exit the classroom until instructed to do so. If building evacuation is
required, you will be asked to leave all of your non-essential personal belongings in the classroom and quickly,
yet orderly and safely, exit the classroom and the building, preferably through the main doors on the north end
of Building 29. Proceed to a safe location near the walkway intersection. As the last person to exit, I will lock
the classroom door behind me and meet you outside of the building in order to account for your presence and
safety.

COLLEGE RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS
Admissions and Records: Students can register for classes, request transcripts, file petitions for graduation,
and drop classes at this office. For more information call 818-833-3322 or visit:
http://www.lamission.edu/admissions/
Assessment Center: Offers student assessments in English, English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) and
Mathematics. Please contact the Assessment Center at (818) 364-7613 for more information or visit
http://www.lamission.edu/assessment/
Bookstore: For hours of operation, book availability, buybacks, and other information call 818-364-7767 or
7768 or visit http://eagleslanding.lamission.edu/default.asp
Counseling Department Office: For appointments and information call 818-364-7655 or visit
http://www.lamission.edu/counseling/
Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S): For appointments, eligibility and information call 818364-7732 or visit http://www.lamission.edu/dsps/
Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (EOPS): For appointments, eligibility and information call
818-364-7645 or visit http://www.lamission.edu/eops/
Financial Aid: For information and applications call 818-364-7648 or visit
http://www.lamission.edu/financialaid/
Library: For information on hours, resources, workshops, and other services contact 818-364-7106 or visit
http://www.lamission.edu/library/
Tutoring Services in Learning Center: Laboratories for Learning, Writing, Math &Science. Walk-in and
appointment services offered. Call 818-364-7754 or visit www.lamission.edu/learningcenter/
Email Me: Do not hesitate to email me if you have an instructor-specific question you think I can answer in a
timely manner. If you are struggling with an assignment, we can arrange a time to meet if needed. However, do
not email me the night before an assignment is due, as it is unlikely I will be able to provide real help at that
point. Email: rebecca.lawson@lamission.edu Alternate Email on my Phone: professorrlawson@gmail.com
Contact a Classmate: You are a community of writers and learners who can help each other. Please make sure
you have the contact information of at least 3 other students in the class who you can contact about assignments
and questions that are not “instructor-specific”.
Peer Contact 1:______________________ Email:____________________________
Peer Contact 2:______________________ Email:____________________________
Peer Contact 3:______________________ Email:____________________________

Tentative Spring 2014 Schedule
Assignments are due on the day they are listed under. You will be notified in advance of any change in the schedule.
An online copy of this schedule will also be available on our class blog: english102spring2014.weebly.com
Any changes to the schedule will be posted there.

Week One
Tuesday, February 11
Topics: Class Introduction. Diagnostic Writing. What is Literature?
Homework Due:
 None yet! Buy your textbooks!
Thursday, February 13
Topics: Active Reading. Read and Respond Instructions. Class Overview. Discuss Essay 1.
Homework Due:
 Bring your copy of Portable Literature to class.
 Read “Reading Literature” p. 2-6.
o Sometime this week, begin reading Brave New World. You should read about 3 chapters per
week and finish by April 1.
Week Two
Tuesday, February 18
Topics: Genres of Literature: Introduction to Short Fiction. In-class reading of Short-Shorts: “Snow” and “Love
and Other Catastrophes”, etc.
Homework Due:
 Read “Defining the Short Story” p 68-69
 Read Alberto Alvaro Rios “The Secret Lion” p. 401-404
Thursday, February 20
Topics: Discussing Short Fiction, continued.
Homework Due:
 Read Neil Gaiman “How to Talk to Girls at Parties” p. 118-126
Week Three
Tuesday, February 25
Topics: Introduction to Drama.
Homework Due:
 Read: “Understanding Drama” p. 720-730 and “Recognizing Kinds of Drama” p. 742-3
 Watch: “Sure Thing” by David Ives on You Tube: http://youtu.be/4u4f0qP0lFo (link on Class
Blog)
Thursday, February 27
Topics: Discussing Drama. Exploring Relationships as a Theme.
Homework Due:
 Read: “Alone at Last!” p. 1035
 Read: “Post-its: Notes on a Marriage” p. 851

Week Four
Tuesday, March 4
Topics: Introduction to Poetry.
Homework Due:
 Read introduction “Origins of Modern Poetry” and “Defining Poetry p. 416-425
 Read the following 4 poems ABOUT poetry and choose 2 for your Read and Respond: Marianne
Moore’s “Poetry” p. 414, Adam Zagajewski “Poetry Searches for Radiance” p. 415, Archibald
MacLeish “Ars Poetica” p. 692, and Billy Collins “Introduction to Poetry” p. 666.
o Extra Credit! Bring a favorite poem and read it (or part of it) to the class. In order to get credit,
you must also submit a typed paragraph about why this poem is a favorite of yours.
Thursday, March 6
Topics: Discussing Poetry: History, Myth and Folklore in Poetry.
Homework Due:
 Read introductions “The Speaker in the Poem” p. 427” and “Myth” p.610
 Read 6 Poems: Langston Hughes “Negro” p. 429 and “Harlem” p. 506, Percy Bysshe Shelley
“Ozymandias”, William Butler Yeates “The Second Coming” p. 717, Robert Frost “Fire and Ice”
p. 436, and “Kubla Khan” p. 664-665
Week Five
Tuesday, March 11
Topics: Themes Across Genres: Love. Traditional Love Poems.
Homework Due:
 Read introduction “Poems About Love” p. 637.
 Read 5 poems: EB Browning’s “How Do I Love Thee?” p. 638, Shakespeare’s “Let me not to the
marriage of true minds” p. 702, Pablo Neruda’s “Tonight I Can Write” p. 695, Christopher
Marlowe “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” p. 693 and Walter Raleigh “The Nymph’s Reply
to the Shepherd” p. 699
Thursday, March 13
Topics: Strange Love Poems. Assign and Discuss Essay 2
Homework Due:
 Essay 1 Due--printed and stapled copy due in class, digital copy due on turnitin.com
 Read 4 Poems: John Donne “The Flea” p. 672, Margaret Atwood “You Fit Into Me” p. 526,
William Shakeapeare “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” p. 501 and T.S. Eliot “The
Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” p. 674-677

Week Six
Tuesday, March 18
Topics: Themes Across Genres: Nature
Homework Due:
 Read Short Story: Jack London’s “To Build a Fire” (handout)
 Read introduction “Poems About Nature p. 629-630
 Read 2 Poems: William Wordsworth “I wandered lonely as a cloud” p.630, and William Stafford
“Traveling through the Dark” p. 635

Thursday, March 20
Topics: Nature Poems. Nature as Reflection of Humanity.
Homework Due:
 Read 4 Poems: Matthew Arnold “Dover Beach” p. 657, Langston Hughes “The Negro Speaks of
Rivers” p. 686, Mary Oliver “Wild Geese” p. 634, and Robert Frost “Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening” p. 680
Week Seven
Tuesday, March 25
Topics: Themes Across Genres: War
Homework Due:
 Read Short Story: Tim O’Brian’s “The Things They Carried” p. 269-281
 Read Poem: Denise Levertov “What Were They Like?” (handout)
o Note: both of these works are about the same war—make sure you understand which one.
Thursday, March 27
Topics: War Poetry
Homework Due:
 Read Poems: Richard Lovelace “To Lucasta: Going to the Wars” p. 527, Wilfred Owen “Dulce et
Decorum Est” p. 642, Yusef Komunyakaa “Facing It”, and Wislawa Szymborska “The End and
the Beginning” p. 648
Week Eight
Tuesday, April 1
Topics: Dystopian Literature and Brave New World.
Homework Due:
 Finish reading Brave New World and be prepared to discuss it in class and take a reading quiz.
Thursday, April 3
Topics: Brave New World. Assign and Discuss Essay 3: The Lit-Crit Research Paper
Homework Due:
 1 page Reading Response essay to Brave New World—respond to the questions/prompts passed out
last class.

Week Nine
April 7—13: LAMC SPRING BREAK
Have fun and be safe!
Week Ten
Tuesday, April 15
Topics: What is Literary Theory? Discuss Formalism.
Homework Due:
 Essay 2 Due—printed and stapled copy due in class, digital copy due on turnitin.com
o Begin reading The Hunger Games. You should read about 5 chapters per week and finish by
May 20.
Thursday, April 17
Topics: Literary Theory: Reader Response.
Homework Due:
 Read Kate Chopin’s “The Storm” p. 175-179
 Read “Formalism and New Criticism” p. 1214-1215
 Read “Reader-Response Criticism” p. 1215-1217
Week Eleven
Tuesday, April 22
Topics: Literary Theory: New Historicism
Homework Due:
 Read Short Story: Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper” p.376
 Read “New Historicism” 1230-1232
Thursday, April 24
Topics: Literary Theory: Marxism
Homework Due:
 Read Short Story: Tillie Olsen’s “Here I Stand Ironing” p. 190
 Read “Marxist Criticism” p. 1219-1221
Week Twelve
Tuesday, April 29
Topics: Literary Theory: Structuralism and Deconstruction
Homework Due:
 Read Short Story: “Everyday Use” p. 297
 Read “Structuralism” p. 1224 and “Deconstruction” p. 1227
Thursday, May 1
Topics: Conducting Research, Finding Appropriate Critical Sources, and Avoiding Plagiarism
Homework Due:
 Bring Tentative Topic for Lit Crit Research Paper to class for approval.

Week Thirteen
Tuesday, May 6
Topics: Cultural Theory: Feminist Critique and Gender Studies
Homework Due:
 Read “Feminist Criticism” p. 1217-1219
 Read Short Play: Jane Martin’s “Beauty” p. 750-754
 Read Short-Short Story: Jamaica Kincaid’s “Girl” p. 79
 Read Poem: Adrienne Su “The English Canon” p. 474
Thursday, May 8
Topics: Cultural Theory: Queer Theory
Homework Due:
 Research Paper Progress Check: Bring rough draft of introduction/thesis and at least 2 sources.
 Read “Queer Theory” overview p. 1232-1234
o Optional for Further Exploration: Watch the film Fried Green Tomatoes and read the Student
Example Lit Crit Research Paper “Problematic Identities: Lesbian Subtext in Fried Green
Tomatoes” (download on blog)
Week Fourteen
Tuesday, May 13
Topics: Cultural Theory: Post-Colonialism
Homework Due:
 Read “Postcolonial Studies” p. 1234-1236
 Read 2 Short Stories: James Joyce’s “Araby” p. 251-255 and Edwidge Danticat’s “New York Day
Women” p. 238-242
 Read Poem: Elizabeth Alexander “West Indian Primer” p. 651-652
Thursday, May 15
Topics: Cultural Theory: American Multiculturalism, Identity Politics, and Border Theory
Homework Due:
 Read “American Multiculturalism” p. 1236-1238
 Read excerpt from “Borderlands/La Frontera” (handout)
 Read Short Story: “Pilon” p. 77
 Read Poem: Sherman Alexie “Evolution” p. 452
Week Fifteen
Tuesday, May 20
Topics: Dystopian Literature and The Hunger Games
Homework Due:
 Finish Reading The Hunger Games and come to class prepared to take the reading quiz.
Thursday, May 22
Topics: Applying Literary Criticism to The Hunger Games
Homework Due:
 No homework. Continue to work on your Lit Crit Research Papers

Week Sixteen
Tuesday, May 27 – No Class
This is a non-instructional day at LAMC.
Thursday, May 29 – Last Day of Class
Homework Due:
 Essay 3: The Literary Criticism Research Paper – printed and stapled copy due in class, digital
copy due on turnitin.com
FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, June 3, 12:30—2:30
Note Time Change! Do not come to class at the usual time. Come at 12:30.
 For the Final: You MUST bring an exam book with pencils/pens. You may also bring the books
you will be using and a 1-page outline. Your prompt will be provided when you arrive.
 ALSO DUE: Your Extra Credit Assignment—2 page paper, see prompt for details

