Los Angeles Mission College

Child Development 1

Fall 2013


Instructor: Malati Singh
E-mail: singhm@lamission.edu
Phone: 364-7600 Ext. 4361

Section 3070 Monday  3:30 pm – 6:40 pm
Section 0165 Friday  8:50am – 12:00 pm

Office:
Building  CCDS
Room  Part-Time Faculty Office

Office Hours:
Monday  6:45 – 7:30 pm
Friday  12:00 – 12:30 pm


 Subject: Child Growth and Development
 Text: Arnett, J. & Maynard, A., (2013). Child Development: A Cultural Approach, 1e. Pearson
Education, Inc.
 Course Description:
This course examines the major developmental changes and milestones in children from conception
through adolescence in physical, social, emotional and cognitive domains. Emphasis is placed on
issues that affect typical and atypical development through the study of theories, research, and child
observation.
 Course Objectives: This course will enable the students to:
1. Describe and discuss human development from conception through adolescence.
2. Recognize supportive environments that contribute to the child’s sense of positive identity as a
member of his/her family, peer group, and culture.
3. Recognize developmental theorists and their contributions to understanding of how children
develop and learn.
4. Describe the influence of family, peer group, school and culture on the developing child.
5. Discuss the inter-relationships of physical, emotional, intellectual and social growth on the
developing child.
6. Examine the relationship between maturational processes and environmental factors as they
affect the growth and development of the child.
7. Inform others of what the expectant mother can do to support the healthy development of the
fetus.
8. Identify pre-peri, and post-natal development risk factors to typical child development.
9. Observe and compare levels of accomplishment for the individual child using developmental
norms and taking into consideration individual strengths and challenges.
10. Recognize and acknowledge behaviors that may indicate a need for intervention.
11. Observe, recognize and discuss individual variation in children’s social-emotional, physical,
language and cognitive development.
12. Recognize and explore appropriate care giving practices based on child’s stage of development
and individual needs.

 Student Learning Outcomes:




Students will relate child observations to the four domains of development. (Assignment)
Students will be able to summarize key concepts of the major theorists and relate them to the
domains of development. (Exams)
Students will analyze the influences that affect typical and atypical development from prenatal
growth through adolescence. (Class work /Exam)

 Class Assignments/ Requirements to complete the course:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Class work  25%  Class participation, small group discussions, critical thinking.
Mid-Term Exam  25%
Book/Movie Report 12.5%
Developmental Observations  25%
Final Exam  12.5%

 Assignments and exams are mandatory. No substitutions will be accepted.
 Grading Information:

Total Points = 400

Class work  100 Points
Mid-Term  100 Points
Book/Movie Report  50 Points
Developmental Observations  100 Points
a. Written Report = 90 points
b. Oral presentation = 10 points
5. Final Exam  50 Points

1.
2.
3.
4.

Final Grade
A = 360 - 400
B = 300 - 360
C = 240 – 300
D = 200 – 240
F = Less than
200 points

 Grading Policies: All written assignments will be graded based on the following general criteria:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Reflects understanding of the subject material
Complete & without spelling errors
Written according to the guidelines provided
Original (not downloaded from the internet)

 Points will deducted for incomplete assignments, plagiarism, and when not submitted on the
specified due date. No Assignment will be accepted after the last class session inDecember.
 Class Policies:





Class participation is very important and critical to performance in class.
There will be no make up assignment for missed class work.
All assignments are due on the dates stated in the schedule.
Tardiness and missed class work will lower your grade.

 Assignments will not be accepted via e-mail. No exceptions will be made.
 Class format: PowerPoint Lectures, small group discussions, videos, and news articles about current
research related to children. Etudes course management system is used to supplement face to
face classroom experience. Every week, class topics’ outline is posted on Etudes prior to class
meeting. Students are required to check for announcements and postings regularly.

 The Child Development Department provides tutoring services. Phone:  364-7600 Ext. 7129
 Disability Accommodation Statement
Students with a verified disability who may need reasonable accommodation(s) for this class are
encouraged to notify me and contact the DSPS Office or the Office for Special Services as soon as
possible. All information will remain confidential.
 District Academic Dishonesty Policy
Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, the following actions: cheating on an
exam, plagiarism, working together on an assignment, paper or project when the instructor has
specifically stated students should not do so, submitting the same term paper to more than one instructor,
or allowing another individual to assume one’s identity for the purpose of enhancing one’s grade.
 Reminders:
 Cell phone usage & texting, and internet surfing are absolutely not allowed during class time.
 Students are requested to refrain from walking in and out of the classroom during class activities and
presentations. Talking with your classmates when the professor/student is speaking has a detrimental
effect on students who are paying attention! It distracts!
 A break is provided around half-time for your comfort and convenience.
 E-mail Policy:






Only e-mail regarding personal-confidential issues will be acknowledged.
Any questions related to the course topics, assignments, exams, etc. must be posted on
Discussion feature of Etudes. Fellow students are encouraged to respond to those questions.
Chat feature in Etudes will allow you to discuss informal questions with fellow students.
In case of absence, please do not e-mail the professor to find out what class activity has been
missed.
You are welcome to see me during my office hour to find out what you need to do.

 Please discuss any concerns with me during my office hour.
 Student check list  I have read and understood the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Course Description
Student Learning Outcomes
Course requirements
Grading Information &policies
Class policies
Cell phone policy
E-mail policy
Course schedule

 Your Name & Class Section:

_____________________________

________



CD 1 Textbook  Arnett, J. & Maynard, A., (2013). Child Development: A Cultural
Approach, 1e. Pearson Education, Inc.

Child Growth & Development

Malati Singh

The Journey of Childhood: An Overview
This is an exciting and wonderful time to study child development! Child development is a part of
human development. It spans the first two decades of life. The study of child development describes and
explains the processes of growth and changes that take place from conception to childhood and
adolescence. It gives an understanding of how children grow and change biologically, cognitively,
socially, emotionally, behaviorally, and how their language progresses as they mature. Each child is
unique. There is tremendous amount diversity in children’s development and there are many similarities
too!
Children are endlessly fascinating! In children, we have the making of our selves. While observing
them, we get glimpses of ourselves. This course is about our history; it is a story of our lives. It helps us
understand how we became the way we are and why we are the way we are now. Whether you plan to
work with children or not, this course will be useful to all students!
From neurons to culture – the study of child development explains what influences children as they
move on in life. Contemporary knowledge generated in fields of human development, psychology,
genetics, neuroscience and cultural studies has enhanced our understanding of what development is all
about, and how and why it happens. Research in neuroscience is unraveling the mysteries of the brain
and throwing new light in understanding Autism, ADHD etc.
Today’s children are a part of the digital generation! The digital and social media are changing the
culture of societies. The computer and the cell phone with their various applications have a great impact
on the lives of children and their education. In this course, we will discuss what is happening today.
Child growth and development (CD1) includes child development theories. The term development is a
theoretical construct. In this class, we will travel through time, looking at the contributions of many
philosophers and scholars from the past to the present – from the psychological insights of Sigmund
Freud, Erik Erikson, Jean Piaget, John Watson, B. F. Skinner, and Lev Vygotsky, to the contributions of
modern scholars like Urie Bronfenbrenner, Albert Bandura, Abraham Maslow, Howard Gardner and
many others. Technically, their theories are their ideas and perspectives. They reflect the culture and
scientific progress during their time period. Some of the concepts may be controversial to you.
However, their theories and concepts have made significant contributions to our understanding of human
development. Child development theories expand our knowledge and enable us to think about childhood
and adolescence from a wider perspective.
In class, I use PowerPoint in my lectures. For your benefit, I use on-line course management systems
technology to supplement my face to face teaching. You are required to preview the topics’ outline
before coming to class. In class, you are encouraged to express your viewpoints and give examples.
Critical thinking is required, not just memorizing. Reading, reflecting and relating the subject matter to
your own experiences will make this course meaningful and easier to remember.
I sincerely hope that after taking this course, you will have a broader understanding of how children
grow and develop with an awareness of the diversities and similarities in children’s development!
Together, we can have a meaningful teaching-learning experience!
 To succeed in this class  Preview, Read, Reflect, Review, Repeat!
 There is no shortcut to success but hard work!

Los Angeles Mission College
Session: Fall 2013
Subject: CD1 - Child Growth and Development
Wk Day

Topic

Instructor: Malati Singh
Section 0165
8:50 am –12:00 pm
Reading/Assignment

1

Aug.30

Syllabus; Introduction

Ch. 1: Section 1

2

Sept.06

Understanding Development

Ch. 2: Section 1

Genetic influences; Culture & environment
3

4

Sept. 13

Sept. 20

Prenatal Development, Teratogens

Ch. 2: Section 2

Birth and the Newborn Child

Ch. 3: Sections 1, 2, 3

Theories of Human Development

Ch.1: Section 2

Go over guidelines for Book/Movie Report
5

Sept. 27

Classic Theories

Ch. 1: Section 2

6

Oct. 04

Recent Theories

Ch. 1: Section 2

7

Oct. 11

Mid-Term Exam (Take Home & In Class)

Bring a Blue Exam Book

Go over guidelines for Developmental Observations
8

Oct.18

Infancy & Toddlerhood

Ch. 4, 5: Selected Topics

9

Oct.25

Early Childhood &Middle Childhood

Ch. 6, 7: Selected Topics

Adolescence

Ch. 8 : Selected Topics

10 Nov.01

Due  Book/Movie Report
11 Nov. 8

Review guidelines for Developmental Observation

12 Nov. 15

Developmental Observations - Presentation

13 Nov. 22

Developmental Observations - Presentation Due Developmental Observations

14 Nov. 29

Thanksgiving holiday – College closed

15 Dec. 06

Review for Final Exam

16. Dec. 13

Final Exam

10:00 – 12:00 pm

Bring a Blue Exam Book

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 Please Note:









If necessary, this schedule may be modified.
It is your responsibility to come to class on time and attend all the classes.
If you miss a class, refer to Etudes CourseMap & Modules for the topics you missed.
Excessive absences or tardiness will affect your grade.
There will be no substitute work provided for missed class work.
A doctor’s note will be required for absence due to a medical reason.
Assignments will not be accepted via e-mail. No exceptions will be made.
If you have any questions or concerns you may discuss with me during my office hour.
Thank you, for your cooperation.

